By Dan Henderson, N1ND
Contest Branch Manager

The 2002 ARRL 10 GHz and
Up Contest

hy in the world would some
\ ’s / hams rack their brains and spend
their time, money or energy to

operate on 10 GHz and higher frequencies?

The challenges of being successful on
the microwave amateur bands pretty much
speak for themselves. There are no high
hourly QSO rates. The thrills come from
being able to complete a QSO in a world
where tenths of a dB make a real differ-
ence. Personal satisfaction comes from
being able to squeeze an additional kilo-
meter of distance out of your equipment.

Though small in number there was
record participation during the 2002
ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest. Held dur-
ing the weekends of August 17-18 and
September 21-22, a record 134 entries
were received. In fact participation in this
event has grown an outstanding 76% over
the past five years.

A First Time Experience

Mark, KI7N, was a first-time partici-
pant and really exhibits the sense of ad-
venture seen among the microwave crowd.
Mark stressed that participation didn’t be-
gin at the start of the event. Rather, “For
me, the start of the 10 GHz and Up Con-
test is marked by my attendance at a North
Texas Microwave Society meeting in the
spring of 2002, several months before the
contest began. [ had always been interested
in operating at 10 GHz and above, but I

Top 10 Scores
Call Sign  Score Call Call Sign  Score Call
Area Area
10 GHz only 10 GHz and Up
XE2/ 112,975 DX KORZ 105,666 @
WeYLZ AD6FP 100,654 6
KK6MK 66,515 6 WeQl 74,018 6
NOIVN 66,331 0 WD4MUO 66,810 0@
AABIW 59,701 6 NOUGY 62,049 0
AD6IW 59,134 6 WeOoYJ 32,471 6
KR70 49,929 6 N1JEZ 25,564 1
AD6A 47,610 6 WABNIA 22,438 6
N9JIM 43,623 6 KA10J 22,098 1
N6XQ 41573 6 WI1FKF 20,554 1
KE6HPZ 41,506 6

Entries by Call Area

CallArea Entries Call Area Entries
6

Q 18

1 25 7 5
2 3 8 8
3 3 9 1
4 7 VE 10
5 9 DX 4

Dennis, WAG6NIA, working 24 GHz in the
Santa Ynez Valley, CM94wo, while Doug,
K6JEY, looks on.

Expanded Results, Line-Score
Printout Available

For complete contest results on-line
please visit www.arrl.org/contests/
results.

ARRL members without Internet
access may obtain a printout of the
complete line scores by sending a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to
ARRL Contest Results, 225 Main St,
Newington, CT 06111. Please be sure
to include the contest name and year.

Best DX by Bands

10 GHz Only Category

WAN6CGR 1100 AD6A 891

XE2/W6YLZ 1100 N6LL 891

KE6HPZ 941 AABIW 891

KK6MK 915 N6XQ 817

weQiw 896 N6CA 792

10 GHz and Up Category

10GHz W6HCC 244

WA6JBD 986 WA1MBA 205

WABNIA 960 N1JEZ 205

WeOYJ 916 W1FKF 205

WA6QYR 900 WA1RIL 205

AD6FP 819 weQl 204

weQl 609 AD6FP 204

N1JEZ 522 W4swW 100

K4EFD 442

AB5SS 419 47 GHz

WS5LUA 418 K4EFD 102
W4SW 0

24 GHz

KORZ 246 300+ GHz

NQUGY 246 N6lZW 8

WD4MUO 246 WB6IGP 8

never quite got there.”

With some fine Elmering, he was able
to make his first foray into a new aspect
of our hobby. Mark’s comments also
sound a universal tone in assessing his
adventure. “Getting on the air for this

contest proved to me that one can get on
10 GHz with simple equipment, and a
great deal can be learned along the way,”
he said. “Much was learned about micro-
wave circuit topology, assembly tech-
niques, and 10 GHz propagation.” Sounds
like a challenge accepted and well met.

Visit the ARRL On-line Soapbox for
the contest at www.arrl.org/contests/
soapbox where you will find interesting
comments from other neophyte and
seasoned competitors.

Results

Leading the pack in the 10 GHz-only
category was Michael, WO6YLZ, operat-
ing portable in XE2 and surviving some
equipment problems, was able to break
the 100 k point barrier and take top hon-
ors with a score of 112,975. He worked
44 different stations and completed the
best distance QSO on 10 GHz with Dave,
WAG6CGR, at 1100 km. A photo finish for
second place involved Rex, KK6MK,
who edged out Ron, N@IVN, by a mere
184 points. Rex parlayed his West Coast
advantage to work 33 different call signs
and had a best distance QSO of 915 km
while Ron used his Colorado QTH alti-
tude to work 17 different stations with a
best distance of 277.

In the 10 GHz and Up category, an-
other tight race developed between a
Colorado and California station combo,
this time with the altitude topping the
population density. Bill, KORZ, and Gary,
ADGFP, both topped the 100 k point level.
Gary worked the highest total of differ-
ent call signs between these two competi-
tors, but Bill was able to take first place
on the basis of about 8 k more distance
points. This was helped by Bill’s top 24
GHz distance QSOs with John,
WD4MUO, and Don, NGUGY.

The 2003 ARRL 10 GHz and Up Con-
test will be held the weekends of August
16-17 and September 20-21. Perhaps you
will find yourself like Dennis, WA6NIA,
another first-time participant. Dennis
summed up his experience this way: “What
an introduction to microwave contesting!
This was my first 10 GHz and Up contest
and I spent both weekends on 10 GHz NB
and managed to make several QSOs on 24
GHz SSB as well. What a thrill!”

From March 2003 QST © ARRL



Scores

Scores are listed by call areas. Within each call area, scores are listed in descending order. Score lines indicate call sign,

score, QSOs, number of different call signs worked, and best DX in kilometers.

10 GHz Only
1
AF1T 29,279
NS10 28,605
W1AIM 24,459
K1LPS 22,650
W1GHZ 21,457
K1TEO 17,077
KB1VC 14,154
AATYN 13,773
N1EUX 13,410
N2MSS 13,146
N1HL 12,486
K1GX 9,490
N1GJ 8,021
K1AE 6,281
N1SAl 6,161
N1RWM 5,935
WIVT 5,863
KA1ZD 5,257
(+K1Z2)
N1EKV 5,211
K1MAP 4,998
K1CA 3,864
2
waDYyYy 2,332
N20PW 2,188
N2EZS 1,564
3
K1RZ 4,639
W3RJW 3,218
N3RN 311
4
W3HMS 3,395
WA4DEX 2,931
AB4YK 1,996
KT4JA 453
KOVXM 328
5
WASTKU 3,258
N5PYK 3,221
WA5YWC 1,788
K5WO 1,614
KI7N 422
N5QGH 346
6
KK6MK 66,515
AABIW 59,701
AD6IW 59,134
KR70 49,929
ADGA 47,610
N9JIM 43,623
N6XQ 41,573
KE6HPZ 41,506
WABCGR 40,352
N6LL 35,000

162
155
113
101
122

~aRR8R

264
217
248
195
170
175
178
148
180
133

_
NWNNO

49
43

387-1
387-|
364-1
415-1
519-1
435-|
270-|
256-1
309-1
344-|
344-1
320-
295-1
205-1
315-
205-1
243-1
206-1

163-I
167-1
256-1

126-1
146-1
126-1

519-1
321-
2111

368-I
373
105-1
106-I

96-1

274
335-
263-1
71-l
42-1
246-1

915-
891-|
609-|
609-1
891-1
377-
817-l
941-1
1100-1
891-1

AK1P
N6CA
N6RMJ
AABHA
K6RRA
WeQIW
K2IYQ
N6PI
KCe6UQH
WABKBL
KF6VJC
K6HLH
WB6DNX
WB6BKR
NORIN
WABGER
NE6O
WAGMEM
W6ASL
KF6NKC
KeMI

7
W7GHZ
W7LHL
N7MLD
K7RJ
NJ7A

8

WOFZ
K2YAZ
WBBTGY
W8HTB
K2UOP
AC8Y

9
AAQIL

7}

NOIVN
KBOLP
WB@LJC
KOSHF
KoOXuU
W5VSI
WOAUS
NgIO
WA2VOI
KOKFC
WOGHZ
NOUK
KCoP
KOFQA
NOHZO
KBOZEV

VE

VE3/WO2P
VE2JWH
VA200I

31,703
30,615
23,834
22,789
21,845
20,104
16,407
14,972
14,228
13,830
10,544
10,377
10,225
7,700
7,015
6,681
6,189
5,562
2,244
315
299

1,917
674
374
371
360

13,193
4,746
3,189
2,553
2,386
553

610

66,331
22,864
16,172
16,065
10,943
8,397
7,868
7,861
7,802
7,226
4,213
3,235
3,093
2,837
2,038
555

1,503
1,470
1,470

116
155
126
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492-1
792-1
578-|
541-|
785-1
896-I
492-|
616-1
630-1
398-1
785-|
609-1
762-1
630-1
478-|
360-1
351-
524-1
1181

5
199-1

222-1
159-1
35-1
28-1
21

311l
407-l
269-1
161l
172-1
1101

104-1

277-
246-|
314-1
308-1
213l
244-|
314-
208-1
292-|
308-I
328-
3121
111
105-1

95-1

20-1

202-|
167-1
167-1

VE3VZ 700

DX

XE2/W6YLZ
112,975

XE2/WB6CWN
80,029

XE2/K6DYD 23,853

XE2/WB6DTA
22,689

XE2/WB6TFC
18,848

10 GHz and Up

1

N1JEZ 25,564

KA10J 22,098

W1FKF 20,554

WA1IMBA 10,164

W1RIL 6,199

4

KAEFD 10,829

W4SW 9,325

5

W5LUA 5,257

AB5SS 4,545

W5DF 313

6

AD6FP 100,654

WeQl 74,018
W6e0YJ 32,471
WAGNIA 22,438
WA6JBD 20,362
K6JEY 20,251
WABQYR 19,128
KC6QHP 16,952

N6lzZW 4,781 18

WB6IGP 612

8
KB8VAO 6,733
WASVPD 3,291
[}

KORZ 105,666
WD4MUO 66,810

NOUGY 62,049
WBHCC 12,938
VE
VE3SMA 3,168
VE3OIK 3,165
VE3/N2KXS

1,718

VE3NPB 1,217
VE3EZP 1,143
VE3RKS 1,106

13

187

118
54

58
44

116
144
136
67
37

95

387
307
123
81
111
74
98
55
18
7

52
33

665
414
395

64
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20
12
12
1

18
17

10
9
6
8

522-1
330-I
336-1
304-1
205-|

4421
369-|

418l
419-|
4

819-
609-I
916-I
960-I
986-I
960-|
900-I
960-I

47-1

1971
1541

2781
277-1
246-1
244-|

168-1
167-1

167-1
46-|
46.3-|
44-|

46-1

1100-1

1100-I
580-I

580-|
580-I

205-J
204-J
205-J
205-J
205-J

102-J
100-J

46-J
20-J

246-J
246-J
246-J
244-)

28-J
28-J

4
4
295
28-J



