By Dan Henderson, NIND
Contest Branch Manager

1999 ARRL 10 GHz and Up
Cumulative Contest Results

don’t think the late singer John

Denver knew about the challenges

of operating in the ARRL 10 GHz
and Up Cumulative contest, but his
song Rocky Mountain High can certainly be
used to describe the best efforts. WD4MUO,
operating in the 10-GHz-only category,
continued his prominence. After finishing
third in 1997 and second last year, John
staked his claim to the championship in
winning the 1999 edition with a score of
44,625. He adds the 1999 crown to his last
winning effort in 1996. Any contester in any
event would be proud of that accom-

Kerry Banke, N61ZW, is not demon-
strating a new version of police radar. He

is operating the W60OYJ 10-GHz station
on Mt. San Miguel in grid DM12mgq.

plishment. John’'s 315 distinct QSOs also
broke his one-year old record of 267.

To find the champion of the 10 GHz and
Up category, you must descend from the
peaks of Rockies and travel to the crashing
Pacific surf made famous by the Beach
Boys. After scanning for the California
Girls, use your spectrum analyzer to search
for the signals of WAGCGR. Dave continued
his string of excellent showings in this
contest by taking top honorsin the 10 GHz
and Up category with a score of 27,965.

Thetop distance by a10 GHz station was
found between Kerry, N6IZW and Robin,
WAGCDR, at 832 km. At 24 GHz, the top
distance achieved was between Lloyd, NES8I
and Jim, WB9SNR, at 180 km. Both of these
distances fall a hit short of the existing
records, (889 km on 10 GHz and 256 km on
24 GHz, each set in 1998), but they stand
out among the many exceptional efforts
turned in for this contest.

Participation was up somewhat in 1999, the
first year in which slightly different operating
timeruleswerein place. Stations are allowed
to operate for 24 of the 30-hour contest period
on each of the two contest weekends.

The challenges of operating at the
microwave frequencies will once again be
accepted by many contesters during 2000
on the weekends of August 19 — 20 and
September 16 —17. In preparation for those
weekends, you might wish to spend some
time visiting the new Technical Information
Service Web site devoted to UHF and
microwave activity. The site at http://

wwwe.arrl.or g/tis/info/microwave.html
contains articles, reference materials and
information designed with an eye towards
developing interest and activity on these
highest frequencies at a reasonabl e expense
to the average ham operator. You will also
find links to other sites that may help you
as you explore your operating privileges.

You don’t have to be soaring in the
Rockies a la John Denver, or chilling in
sunny California with the Beach Boys to
enjoy the contest. Why not try operating
in the Motown environs of Detroit, or the
country pleasures of Nashville? Maybe
operate away the bluesin New Orleans, or
giveit a“Pop” effort in Boston? Any way
you pick it, try your hand with a “gold
record” microwave effort!

KA4FED put up an excellent effort from his
motor home at Clingman’s Dome, in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
on the North Carolina/Tennessee border.

Scores

Within each call area, scores are listed in descending order. Score lines indicate call sign, score, QSOs, number of different call signs worked, and best

DX in kilometers (I = 10 GHz, J = 24 GHz, P = Light).
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